
Mentoring Day is fast approaching!  This year approximately 475 9th-12th grade students who receive 
special education services will have an opportunity to participate in this awesome event!  The event 
will start with a check-in at 8:45 where students will receive a lanyard with their name and schedule 
on it, along with a bag of goodies to get them through the day.  Once students are checked in they 
will transition to the gymnasium for our keynote speaker, Aaron Cross, from Motivation on Wheels. 
For the remainder of the day students will attend 4 different breakout sessions of their choosing 
where they will have an opportunity to learn about various careers, employment skills, money 
management, post-secondary training options, apprenticeship options, recreational activities, 
assistive technology tools, driver’s education, self-advocacy skills, interviewing skills, and transition 
planning.  Students will also have an opportunity to meet with over 25 various exhibitors from local 
and state colleges/training institutes, apprenticeships, employment agencies, recreational/leisure 
groups, county supports, and self-advocacy agencies and supports.  
 
The other main component of Mentoring Day is our PARENT STRAND.  This year we will be located 
in the Media Center to accommodate the growing participation of our parents from approximately 9-2. 
We will have the following presenters available;  
 
Joani Werner -Social Security Administration   
Heather Stillwell -MN Disability Hub   
AnnaMarie Gutsch -Arc Northland 
Alyssa Klein & Michelle Ufford -MN Dept. Of Empl. & Economic Dev./Voc. Rehab. Services 
County Services -Carlton, St. Louis, Lake 
Sandra Moore -MN Dis. Law Office (Guardianship) 
Stephanie Rock -Family Voices(Parent Advocacy) 
 
We will also be looking at offering some break out sessions for you to choose from related to post 
secondary education and employment. 
 
There will also be time allowed to visit with exhibitors. This will provide you with an opportunity to hear 
from various service providers and agencies on what they offer and what the transition process 
should look like for your son, daughter, or family member.  It also provides you a time to ask 
questions, and network with other parents. 
 



The event, materials, and lunch are free.  We are asking that parents either register via our website;  
www.nlsec.org  go to “interagency planning” and click on “mentoring” or use the link: 
https://goo.gl/forms/d0odf9aZIYdsyLTH3.  
 
Check with your child’s case manager if transportation may be an issue.  In the past, parents have 
taken the same bus as the students.  
 
Any questions or concerns, please inform Jessica Knutsen, Secondary Transition Coordinator at 
NLSEC at 218-879-1283, ext. 6018 or jknutsen@nlsec.k12.mn.us. 

http://www.nlsec.org/
https://goo.gl/forms/d0odf9aZIYdsyLTH3
mailto:jknutsen@nlsec.k12.mn.us

